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1998 saw the issue of Elton Leme's book on Canistropsis where one chapter was devoted to the Neoregelia subgenus by the name of Longipetalopsis. It is in this book that there is a lengthy description of Neoregelia paulistana. Elton Leme mentions that all of the specimens available in cultivation, in Brazil and overseas, appear to be descendants of the type specimen. Note that he does not refer to clone and I am not certain if Neoregelia subgenus Longipetalopsis, where the stigma lobes are above the level of the anthers, is self-sterile. If only one plant is in captivity, as has been suggested, the safest indication of correct identification is by offset especially as the plant was in Seidel's Nursery and we know how easily neoregelias hybridize.

In the late 1980's it appears that Pinegrove Nursery imported a Neoregelia paulistana and as with anything special or unusual it found its way to John Catlan's estate! Because it appeared to be a species I scrounged an offset off Genny and when it flowered in our collection in 1998 the name was clearly incorrect. I could not fit it into the subgenus Longipetalopsis at all. The flower was large with white petals and reminiscent of what we grow as Neoregelia simulans but the petals were nowhere near the 6 - 8 cm required for Neoregelia paulistana.. There were 10 other differences that I could discern from the description.

The closest I could key it out to was Neoregelia martinellii which had been collected by Elton Leme in 1982 and this time there were only 6 distinct differences between our plant and the description!

Because of the facts I can get access to, I believe it has to be of hybrid origin and to remind us of its source I have named it Neoregelia `Paula Martin' ( the Paula from paulistana and the Martin from the martinellii!!) If it is not a hybrid then we can treat it as a cultivar until it is properly identified with a species.

I think it is significant that Harry Luther is now very reluctant to give opinions an the names of Neoregelia species unless he has collection data. If it was "collected" at the Seidet nursery he is even more reluctant!

